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' HE Durant Four {8 ns ald as the auto=

| mobile industry I8 in experience, design,
ind in eonstruction. It is as new os the
latest accepted engineering practice. The
Diurant organization hos been identified
with building more than two million
nutomabiles,




NeEw York City

NovemBer, 1922

Vor. 1, No. 2

IN THE EARLY DAYS OF MOTOR CARS

N the days of the finely
polished automobile,
pleasing to the eye
and dependable in per-
ormance, it is interest-
il ing, entertaining and sometimes
even amusing to think of the
time in automobile history when the
horseless carriage was looked upon as a
toy, an experiment receiving the atten-
tion of the wusually “crack-brained”
pioneer, and meeting with scanty cere-
mony from the many who were saying
“it never would work’ and that ‘it was
extremely silly to hope that the time
would come when vehicles would be
moving along without horses or other
animal motive power.”

In the introductory days, along in the
early nineties, often called the days of
the “‘one-lunger,” the automobile at-
tracted the notice of the owners of the
Barnum & Bailey circus, and a motor
car, such as it was in those days, became
one of the features during the circus
season of 1896. It was a side show of its
own and a ten-cent admission charge was
made to see the snorting little car per-
form on a little improvised track.

It is difficult to imagine that as -
late as 1896—and it really does
not seem so far in the past, for
William Jennings Bryan started
running for the Presidency in that
year—there should have been ex-
hibited a vehicle solely for the pur-
pose of proving to a circus audience
that it could run under mechanical
power generated within itself.

The early automobile manufac-
turer had but one idea in mind
relative to the operation of a motor
car. It was vague, but chiefly it
was hoped to develop power in an
internal combustion motor, and in
some manner deliver it to the
wheels in such a way as to enable
the entire mechanism to run with-
out the aid of any other power. It
was, therefore, of great interest to
the automobile world to have it an-
nounced, as it was proclaimed at that
time by one enterprising pioneer, that he
had developed a car that would ‘“‘go
ahead, back up, and change speed by the
use of one lever.”

Boston, always prim and proper, took

BY J. H. NEWMARK

a distinct dislike to the introduction of
the automobile and .during the same
period the city went on record with an
ordnance which did not allow automobiles
out on the streets during the day time
nor well on toward night. It was not
until nine o’clock that the police depart-
ment would permit the “contraptions’” to
come out for air. One cannot say that
Boston failed to protect its citizens from
the dangers of the new-fangled con-
trivances.

Parks and public playgrounds in gen-
eral were held sacred throughout the
country. On the last. day of October,
1899, a venturesome "$6ul was arrested
for having the temerity to drive an auto-
mobile through Central Park, New York.
His name was Winslow E. Buzby. The
penalty for his uncalled-for act is not
given, but it is quite eertain that he has
no trouble rambling through the beautiful
grounds in his motor car today.

Lighting devices for night driving

passed through an interesting develop-
ment, and present-day efficient methods
with electric light, for both interior and
exterior use do not remind one of the
crude beginnings. One early catalog gave
the information that “‘the auto could run
at night, kerosene lamps having been

A REVIEW OF THE INTRODUCTION providedas partoftheequipment.”
OF THE FIRST HORSELESS CARRIAGES

Qur modern speed records
bear no sort of comparison to
those made in the infancy
days of the business. One of
the first races was won by an automobile
—so called—making the tremendous speed
at the rate of five and one-half miles per
hour. And the papers talked about it,
too, for in those days it proved the sus-
taining power and stamina of the mech-
anism, and it was considered a good sign.
The public felt that progress was being
made, for the motor car had traveled
faster than an ordinary, every-day horse.

Buffalo, in 1900, was considered a veri-
table automobile center. At that time its
citizens boasted of owning seventy auto-
mobiles. Today we imagine there are city
blocks in Buffalo whose inhabitants own
that number-of cars.

Baltimore was more charitable than
other cities in the matter of allowing auto-
mobiles to use the roads leading through
its parks. In 1900 the Commissioners of
Baltimore parks decided to admit motor
cars to its public drives and playgrounds,
provided the drivers first secured certifi-
cates of competence from the general su-
perintendent. It was necessary to prove
yourself capable, and you will admit that
this was not a bad idea in view of the
frailty and uncertain behavior of the early
automobile.

In Washington, D. C., the Federal

Commissioner refused the application of
a local firm that wished to run a motor
car delivery on the ground that it would
“frighten horses and thus endanger life
and property.” It is evident that
the officials were not at all sanguine
as to the merits and the future of
the commercial car.
The promoters of early hill
climbs and races had more
energy and vision than be-
lief that their “iron steeds”
could do the things they
hoped for. Charles E. Dur-
vea, a pioneer manufac-
turer, in describing the difficulties of an
early race, says: ‘“All the ‘wagons’ (as
they were called) had to have man power
at times to keep them going. The sight
of four motor vehicles propelled by man
power saddened the enthusiasts but
(Continued on page Twelve)



 DURANT’S STANDARD NovEMBER 1922

Pacr Four

HOW WOMEN
THE DESIGNING

The efficiency, beauty and comfort of Durant closed
cars are emphasized throughout their construction.

Both the Durant Four and Six cylinder Coupe provide
plenty of storage space conveniently accessible.

T is easy to understand the beneficial
I influence of women in the businesses

and professions with which they have
elected to identify themselves. Yet, at
first thought, it is perhaps more difficult
to appreciate just how their influence has
directed and encouraged the development
and perfection of manufacture in which
they have not been connected in a per-
sonal capacity. And yet it is true that
almost every utility in use today, whether
intended exclusively for feminine service
or not, has benefited from the influence
of women.

The automobile furnishes a typical il-
lustration. The efficiency, beauty and
all around comfort of the modern closed
car is an achievement which should be
credited as much to women as to men.
While Milady has not concerned herself
directly with all its intricacies of manu-
facture, she always has and always will,
guide its improvements in design.

It is even possible to presume that the
enclosed type of car would never have
come into existence if it had not been for
women. In any event, it would never
have reached its present state of refine-
ment. This truth is clearly
emphasized in the Durant
line of four- and six-cylinder
closed cars. We mention

At the right is the

Durant Six Coupe.

Below is the Six
Sedan.

these models for the reason that they
typify the wonderful advancement which
has been made in modern closed car design.

Inasmuch as one’s first impression of a
closed car is gained from its general ex-
terior appearance, we will first consider
the Durant models from that viewpoint.
Here Milady finds her love of beauty, her
appreciation of good lines and halance
and her requirements of conservative ele-
gance and good taste luxuriously gratified.
Durant closed cars in both the four- and
six-cylinder models interpret in design,
coachwork and finish, the most acceptable
practices of modern craftsmanship. And
with the charm of their attractiveness is
the assurance of their durability for they
are substantially constructed throughout.

While the average woman may not be
interested in the detailed description of
the many mechanical improvements in
Durant construction which make for this
substantiality, she is nevertheless con-
cerned in the results which they have
attained. For example, the Durant
Tubular Backbone is in itself an engineer-
ing achievement which every woman will
appreciate because it was largely through
her demands for easy riding qualities, less
vibration, a freedom from the annoyance
of body noises and a longer period of
trouble-free service that it was designed.
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HAVE GUIDED
of CLOSED CARS

The Durant Tubular Backbone keeps
the whole frame of the car rigid. By
doing this it forces the springs underneath
to absorb all the shocks of the road.
Mounted on such a firm foundation, the
body panels and joints are not subjected
to tortional strains of uneven road sur-
faces. Therefore the creaking and rattling
which is experienced in nearly all other
closed car bodies is reduced to a minimum.
Because of this, the body is preserved in
good condition even after a long period.

To those mechanically inclined, it will
be of interest to know that the Durant
Tubular Backbone also permits the inde-
pendent mounting of the various mechan-
ical units of the chassis in such a way
that they are readily accessible for easy
adjustment or replacement.

In even a greater degree does the in-
terior of the modern closed car betray the
recognition of Milady's tastes and needs.
This is particularly true of both the Du-
rant Four Coupe and Sedan as well as
the Six Sedan and Coupe. Here one finds
prevailing, an atmosphere of genuine com-
fort, punctuated with all the carefully
worked out details of equipment which
contribute steadily to the enjoyment of
travel and the satisfaction of ownership.

Deep, thickly upholstered seats with
arm rests on each side in the tonneau,

DURANT’S STANDARD

corner lights, broad windows with plati-
num finish regulators and silk shades are
a few of these requisites for the comfort
and convenience of the occupants.

The four-cylinder Coupe and Sedan are
finished in a beautiful neutral shade of
mohair plush. The six-cylinder Sedan is
trimmed in a fine grade of broadcloth and
the Coupe in mohair velour. All models
are equipped with cowl ventilators, rain
visors and windshield wipers. In the Six
there is a ventilator in the ceiling and an
extension inspection light.

Generous provision has likewise been
made for storage space, not only for the
little traveling necessities one always
wants to carry but does not want clutter-
ing up the floor and seats of the car, but
for larger things such as grips, steamer
trunks and golf bags. Under the rear
deck of both the Four and Six Coupe,
which, with an auxiliary chair, seats four
comfortably, is a large compartment skill-
fully concealed by the body lines. The
Four Coupe is likewise built for two-pas-
senger occupancy with one broad seat
running the full width of the body. Di-
rectly back of it is another deep compart-
ment. All models have deep,
wide pockets in the doors
as are shown in the accom-
panying illustrations.

At the left is the
Durant Four
Coupe, below is the
Four Sedan.

Five

The Durant Four and Six Coupes seat four comfort-
ably. The auxiliary seat folds away under the cowl.

All models are equipped with platinum finished
mechanical regulators for all side windows.
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MEETING TRAVEL NEEDS of MILLIONS

N endeavoring to find the proper in-

troduction for this article I was re-

minded of the old story which, while
it may be familiar to you, merits recount-
ing for the reason that it is so ap-
plicable to the subject at hand.

It seems that an old darky was
arrested for white-washing a barn
on Sunday. A lawyer friend, while
visiting the jail to see another
client, observed him sitting in his
cell. “Why, Sam!”’ the lawyer ex-
claimed. “What on earth are you
doing in herer”

The old fellow gazed miserably
through the bars for a moment and
then replied: “Dey done locked me
up fo’ wukkin’ on de Sabbeth!”

“Why, they can’t arrest you for
that!” exclaimed the lawyer.

“Well, boss,”” returned
darky, “here I is!”

When W. C. Durant first an-
nounced that he was planning to
build a new car that would em-
body only the most approved
standard units and that would sell
for the remarkably low price of
$348, certain people immediately
assumed the attitude of that law-
ver. They said that it couldn’t be
done. But it has been! And the
visible evidence of its successful
accomplishment is contained in
the complete Star Car itself, which
millions have viewed and which is now in
active production in the Durant plants at
Lansing, Michigan; Elizabeth, New Jer-
sey; Oakland, California, and Leaside,
Ontario.

When I was asked to write a descrip-
tion of the new Star Car the magnitude
and seriousness of the task impressed it-
self most forcefully on me—indeed, it
rather awed me. For the
subject had to deal with the
greatest single achievement
in the history of the auto-
mobile. Immediately I sum-
moned a host of superla-
tive adjectives and pretty
phrases to assist me in mak-
ing of this description a
masterpiece of word pictur-
ing. And then I discarded
the entire mass. For it
came to me that the beau-
tiful word painting of the
high priced automotive writ-
ers was not the thing at all.
I reasoned that the things
you wanted to know about
the Star Car were thoce
about which the man in
the street asks. And I de-
termined that they should
be answered just as the man
in the street would be an-
swered. And so in this description I have
tried to tell you about the Star Car in
the way I think you would like to hear it.

I had often heard that W. C. Durant

the

maintains that the small car buyer is en-
titled to pleasing appearance, comfort
and ease, just the same as any other
motor car purchaser. And you will agree

with me that this‘is a factor that has
heretofore received all too little attention.
Knowing Mr. Durant’s ideas of what a
small car buyer had the right to expect,
I rather looked to find some improve-
ment, more or less, over the usual small

car construction. But I was positively

astonished by the appearance and com-
fort of the new Star Car.

streamline body, the same as a regular
high priced automobile. And when I
stepped in I settled down back of the
wheel on a broad, deep seat cushion, just
as comfortably as in my larger car.
It took a moment or two to realize
that I was really in a car that is
selling for only $348.

And as I talked with other
people who had come to see the
Star Car I found that we all were
unwittingly comparing it with
others that cost two and three
hundred dollars more. ‘“‘And why
not?" I asked myself. Everything
that those higher priced cars pos-
sess is embodied in the Star Car.
Here before me was the tangible
evidence that W. C. Durant had
achieved his purpose of giving to
the public a low priced car that
incorporates in every detail the
features that everyone needs and
wants, irrespective of price.

Now that I had seen the car and
experienced the comfort of its seat-
ing arrangements, I was keen to
investigate its vitals. The engine
was the first thing I wanted to see,
just as it is the first thing you will
want to know about. Raising the
hood I uncovered a Continental
motor! Think of it! As you prob-
ably know, the products of the
Continental Motor Company are
used in many of the finest cars built.
The Continental motor in the Star Car
is of exactly the same high standard of
excellence in every way. It is the
well known Red Seal, specially de-
signed and carefully assembled to Durant
specifications. It is extremely powerful,
dependable and economical to operate,
And, further, it is smooth and quiet run-
ning. Equipped with this
motor the Star Car is

daily proving its remark-

Instead of the usual one-horse shay
construction with the riders seated away
up in the air like chickens on a perch,
here was a low-built car with a rakish,

able hill climbing ability,
gpeed and pulling power.

Having seen the splen-
did motor, I was prepared this time to
find a superior method of transmitting its
power to the rear wheels. And I was not
disappointed. I found that Mr. Durant
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had chosen the one method that is univer-
sally acknowledged to be the best—the
sliding, selective type gear, the same that is
used in the highest priced cars manufac-
tured. And it has three speeds forward
and one reverse. What a satisfaction this
transmission will be to the Star driver!
He won't be pushing constantly on pedals
like an organ player in a movie theatre.

As T looked over the transmission,
gradually working back to the rear
wheels, I began to notice something fa-
miliar—the independent mounting of the
mechanical units, the same construction
that I had seen in Durant Fours and
Sixes. And sure =nough, when I looked
to see, there was the Durant Tubular
Backbone! And in the Star Car! This
Tubular Backbone, besides permitting
the independent mounting of the units
and making them easily accessible, adds
appreciably to the easy riding qualities
of the car. By holding the frame rigid
and forcing the springs to perform their
full function of absorbing all the shocks
of the road, it adds years of life to the car
and enables it to hold the road tightly,
even at highest speed.

My investigation had disclosed the fact
that, in the major units at least, the
Star Car was the superior of any
small car on the market. But I
had yet to look over the smaller,
little considered details which,
in the aggregate, make for
efficiency in a car, or the
lack of it. The first indica-
tion of what was to come
appeared in the form of
Timken Axles and Bearings
which I found both front
and rear. And here was the

i ey i’

clutch and service brake operate by con-
veniently placed pedals; the emergency
brake by hand lever. Here again the Star
Car conforms to standard practice of high
class car design.

I found a force feed lubrication system,
operated by pump, to assure a constant,
even flow of oil to all working parts. And
the water system is also operated by
pump to make certain a cool engine at all
times. In every detail I found the same
unwavering consistency in holding to the
accepted standards.

Of course, there are certain features of
equipment found in the higher priced
cars that are luxuries pure and simple.
They don’t contribute a single advantage
in the way of convenience or utility. On
the other hand, there are just as many
essentials that every car owner needs for
his convenience and comfort. He wants
a car with a modernly Jesigned one-man
top, a tilted windshield that is adjustable

and water-tight and a good-sized steering
wheel set at a comfortable angle.

The Star Car provides all these features.
Furthermore, there is plenty of leg room
in both the tonneau and driving compart-
ment. The shift and emergency brake
levers are located in the center close to
the seat, affording utmost freedom and
ease of control.

And then I stepped back and considered
the aggregate result of this great assem-
blage of true motor car values. Here be-
fore me stood the greatest automotive ac-
complishment of the age—a supreme
small car, embodying the best units avail-
able and selling at the remarkably low
price of $348. Having accepted a certain
standard of small car construction as the
only one possible, I found it rather hard
at first to grasp the fact that a new and
better era in small cars had arrived. But
it has arrived! It is here now!

Because of its countless improvements
in low priced design, the millions of future
owners of Star Cars are going to enjoy
this automobile to an extent which has
never vet been possible in a car of its
price class. They will never have occasion
to apologize, either for its appearance,
its lack of comfort or its performance
ability. It is without a question of doubt
the greatest and most amazing transpor-
tation value the world has ever seen!

Stewart Vacuum Gasoline

Feed with supply tank at
the rear even in the open
models. The Star Car driver will not
experience the annoyance of lifting out
the seat with the attendant muss when
taking on gas. Think of a car of this
price having such a refinement! Truly,
such superior design is unheard of in
small cars.

And as I went further into the dis-
tinctive little details I was forced to
exclaim in astonishment. I found the
Tillotson Carburetor, Spicer Universal
Joints, Autolite Generator—all names
that bear reputations for competent,
enduring service. Safety is assured by
large, ten-inch brake drums. The
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ECAUSE they are built and

equipped to meet all the exact-

ing demands of business use,
Durant cars are fast assuming an
important place in the business and
professional activities of the coun-
try. Below is a Durant Four Road-
ster on the piers
of the United
States Lines in
New York. In
the background
can be seen the
‘“Resolute,”” a
crack liner in
the European
service.
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HE first tour of a Star Car is crowned with success! This Star Touring Car,

pictured at the left, has demonstrated its superior performance, together with

its stamina, dependability and economy, in no uncertain manner. Driven by
Mr. L. H. Curtis, of Baltimore, Maryland, this car traveled 2,500 miles without
one cent of expense except for gas and oil. Absolutely no trouble of any kind
was encountered. The trip took Mr. Curtis over the Allegheny Mountains as
well as through the larger cities and small towns of Maryland. Every imaginable
road condition was encountered, yet the Star Car held to the road at all speeds
and negotiated every place where unusual power and stamina was demanded,
with ease. The car averaged 25 miles to the gallon of gasoline and over four
hundred miles to the quart of oil.

T takes more than a wetting to injure “‘Just a Real Good

Car.” Mr.]. H. Brown, of Greenville, Maine, recently drove

his Durant Four Sedan to a wharf on the shore of Moose-
head Lake where, through an accident, it dropped five feet into
the lake. The Durant Sedan was entirely under water. Ropes
were attached and the car towed to a spot where it could be
hauled out by a truck. One hour after being hauled out Mr.
Brown started the car and drove to the Durant service sta-
tion in Bangor. With the exception of a slight
soiling of the upholstery the car was in perfect
condition. Today this Durant Sedan is giving
perfect satisfaction. The photograph above
shows the car being hauled out from the lake.

The four Durant Roadsters shown above are now being used by District Fire Chiefs of the Pittsburgh Department. Their depend-
able performance, speed, unfailing power and economy have elicited enthusiastic praise from all their drivers.






