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DURANT'S STANDARD is the official quarterly
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representative in your area listed below:
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Green Bay, Wl 54303-5899
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Marquette, MI 49855

Australian Representative...... Roger Irving

14 Gaden St.

Mount Gambier, S. Australia 5290

New Zealand Representative..... Phil Pickard
28 Bronwyn St. Mairehu
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CREDITS

Kermit Wilke's 1924 Star F looks a lot bet-
ter in light blue. See page 11 for more de-
tails. Ray Zenz supplied the Durant Repre-
sentative copy from page 3 about the Bendix
brake system. Thanks to Bob Krause and Max
Wilson for their contributions, and to Dave
Schulte for the great centerfold of the
Star sales brochure reprinted in its en-
tirety. The Dedon ignition system ad on the
back cover, printed in House & Garden Jan-
uary 1924, is from the editor's collection.

If your mailing label has a
number 4 under the membership
number, this is your last is-
sue under your present mem-
bership. Please renew prompt-
ly. Canadian members please
be sure to remit your dues in
US dollars. If your name is
shown on page 3 of Vol 6 #2
for attending the meet, your
dues are paid (first 43 names
only). Please send us your 9-
digit zip code if you know it
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Don’t Make Us
Get Tough!
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SPECIAL NOTICE

This space is usually reserved for the
Editor's Desk, but few people read that
column. Most members read the ''Special No-
tices'", so... Now that | have your atten-
tion, please make a point to read the Ed-
itor's Desk every issue. Thanks.

Dues will continue at the present level
for 1982 (see at left). We do need more
money to meet rising costs and hope to
generate that from increased membership.

The idea of increasing the magazine to
24 pages has come up. Personally, | like
the idea, but | don't need the additional
work that will be involved.

For 24 pages, I'1l need some regular,
dependable help with the publication. |
need a person now, to assume the editorial
duties for THE REPAIR SHOP, a column we
hope to make a regular. (We also need ma-
terial for this column.) | need at least
one additional person to head another reg-
ular column of content to be suggested. So,
| need both volunteers and ideas. What do
you want to see in the magazine? Even if we
don't expand, the ideas are still welcome.

To cover the increased costs of print-
ing and postage, dues would be raised from
$12 to $16. When the DFR started, we gave
our members four-12 page issues for $8,
that's 16.66¢ per printed page disregarding
any other benefits. You're paying 18.75¢
per page now. With the increase of dues and
pages, we'd drop back to the old rate and
you'd be getting more for your money! Other
services of the club would continue as they
are now, with improvements as needed.

Here's where the feedback comes in. |
want to hear from everyone of you. Are you
willing to pay for the increase, both in
dollars and contributions? We need 100%
support. If 75% agree and we lose 25% of
the members because of the dues increase
the club won't make it financially. Your
financial help, as well as contributions

material are needed to make this work.

The majority of you now owe your dues,
so when you send them in, give us your
thoughts and ideas about this possible ex-
pansion. Remember, dues will remain at
$12 and $14 this year, don't send in the
higher amount!

If the idea is approved, it will not
take effect until 1983, and it won't take
effect at all if | don't have some very
dependable help to go along with the in-
creased work load.

Let's hear your comments and ideas and
lets have some volunteers to help make
this a better club than it already is.

We need your help now! Thanks. . JEFF
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EXTREME CARE AT FACTORY
ASSURES DEPENDABLE BRAKES

AS the result of a very exten-
sive search for a solution
to the four-wheel brake problem,
the Durant Motors, Inc.,
adopted the Bendix Mechanical
Four Wheel Brakes, accepted as
not only the safest and simplest
of present day engineering, but
the best known in the automotive
industry.

In order that cars delivered to
the dealers may have the fullest
efficiency available, of this re-
markable brake, the Durant Pro-
duction Department has adopted
special means for assembling and
adjusting the brakes in the fac-

has

tory.

This company is the leader in
developing this type of equip-
ment, one of the outstanding ideas
being a fixture for positive posi-
tioning of the brake shoes.

The Bendix Brake assemblies
are received with the shoes and
other parts assembled to the back-
ing plates but with all adjust-
ments loose. T'he shoe linings
are hurnished so as to produce a
good hearing surface with a true
radius matching that of the brake
drum.

The Bendix Brakes arrive in
convenient crates which are
trucked to the assembly lines and
the brake assemblies are placed
directly from these crates onto
the axles. In this way the pos-
sibility of damage to the well
burnished shoe linings which
might result from handling is
avoided. At the point of brake
to axle assembly, all nuts are
tightened by .means of air motor

The

is then

wrenches. fixture before

mentioned mounted on
axle spindle or shaft as shown at
the right and the shoes are drawn
to a positive position by handle
nuts operating clamps which pull
on the shoe webs. Locating de-

vices insure that the fixture will
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be placed in such a position that
the clamps will contact with the
shoes at the proper point to in-
Ac-
curate shoe setting is essential to
the correct operation of any
brake and this company, one of

sure proper shoe settings.

the first to realize its importance,
has insured exact settings of the
shoes relative to the axle spindle
or shaft by means of fixtures of
the type described. It is at this
point that long brake life is as-
sured by bringing the shoe lin-
ings into full contact with the en-
tire inner surface of the brake
drum.

The axles with brakes attached
are assembled to the frame and
passed along the assembly con-
veyor chain so that other parts
may be attached. Among these
latter are parts comprising the
brake operating
controls.
ance can only be had when these

“hook-up” or
Proper brake perform-

parts are assembled in the proper

relation and are free to move.
The completed cars leave the

assembly conveyor and enter the

made as

being
chassis progresses on assembly line.

Lower: The fixture in position on the
axle.

Upper: Adjustment
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Final Test Department. As the
last operation in this department,
the operating controls are ad-
justed to equalize brake pressure
on all four wheels so that, even
with a sudden and violent brake
application, the will not
swerve to one side, but will con-
tinue in a straight path. This
equalization is accomplished on
a special balancing machine on

car

which meter readings are taken
to insure that each wheel exerts
the same amount of brake pres-

SHOE ADJUSTING FIXTURE
Bushing, fitting on axle shaft.

A
B. Locating device, fitting over cam
shaft bolt head.

C. Shoe Clamps.

D. Handle Nuts.

Operator places “A” on axle shaft “B”,
engaging bolt head. The shoes are pulled
tightly against the inside of the drum by
“C” and “D” and held in this position

while anchor pin nuts are tightened.
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Final test of brake adjustment is made by electric balancing machine.

sure with the brakes applied.
Also, with brakes released wheels
must not show a drag of over
thirty pounds in front and fifty
pounds in rear. If either of these
exceeded, examina-
tions are made as to the cause and
the condition remedied as Bendix
Brakes with proper settings and
balance will not drag.

This same braking efficiency is
easily maintained if the instruc-
tions in the bulletin, of which the
chart shown below is a part,
are followed out. Another bulle-
tin diagnosing brake difficulties,
their causes and remedies in chart

readings is

form has also been issued. Every
member of your service organiza-
tion should be thoroughly fam-
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iliar with the information con-
tained in this chart so that they
can easily diagnose and render
good and efficient service.

Both of these bulletins have re-
cently been mailed but if you
have not received your copies or
wish additional copies for your
service organization, the Service
Department at any of the Durant
factories will gladly fill your re-
quirements.

The reputation of Bendix
Brakes, the with
which these brakes are put on at
the factory, and the ease with
which they may be kept in proper

carefulness

adjustment are sales points which
the dealer should impress upon
all customers.
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