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CREDITS
Harvey Krebs of Eagle, Wisconsin, used to

work for the Durant agency in Waukesha, and

has some fond memories. The pictures on

page 3 are from that period.

Fifty years is a long time to own

anything, but "Pete" Hart is just starting the

second fifty years of his ownership, and who

knows, he may just do it. I do thank him for

allowing me to visit and record this story.

Harvey Frid always seems to come

through in a pinch, and this is no exception. I

do hope that others will follow the lead and

send in similar stories to THE REPAIR SHOP.

Bob Krayer is one of our member that

collects magazine ads, and the Sunset ad on

the back cover is from his collection.

Harvey Frid has asked that anyone ordering

parts from him please be sure to write "FOR

DEPOSIT ONLY" on the back of your checks.

Also, part #78 on Harvey's price list should

read $60 per pair for the step plates.
If any members are interested in having their

aluminum hubcaps chrome plated, Harvey can

arrange for the work at $35 per cap.

EDITOR’S DESK

We start off our seventh year announcing

the goal of reaching our 400th paid member.

It's been only a short time, really, since we

started, and we _ feel this quite an

accomplishment. BUT, lets not stop here, 500

is just around the corner. There are a lot of

potential members out there, do your part,

and get a new member to join the DFR.

We're still looking for some good

volunteers to help with the work on the

publication, which we hope would enable us to

increase to 24 pages. I've heard from some

interested members, but it takes more than

just interest, it takes a commitment. I've

made my commitment and served this club

well, now it's time for the rest of the

membership to pitch-in. The response on the

24 page issue was almost unanimous, but

remember, if I don't have any help here, we

won't see that increase.

By now, you've noticed the overall

appearance of the type on these pages. Yep,

it's different, and you have to admit, it does

look rather nice. The reason for this typeset

appearance is the fact that the Gillis family

budget went nuts and bought a new

typewritter. With the club work in mind, a

more expensive machine was purchased, but

the results, we fell, are worth the added

expense.

For some reason, I fell behind with this

issue, and I must extend a thankyou to my

wife who helped me do some of the typing.

Her speed sure saves me a lot of time. Your

help would also be appreciated too, so if you

can lend a hand, I'd like to hear from you.

A reminder, especially to the newer

members. On your mailing label, the number

to the right of your name is your membership

number, assigned in the rotatioin in which you

joined. This has nothing to do with the

number placement on the roster which is

assigned as that progresses. All my records

are filed by the number on the mailing label.

Be brave, it's time to send in

your money again. If your

mailing label has a number 1

below the membership

number, your dues are now

due. Send them in promptly,

please, it saves me a lot of

work in the long run. Thanks.

But We Really

Need The

Wampum!



The car is a 1929 Durant model 70 parked

in front of Smith Motor Sales of Waukesha,

Wisconsin. Harvey Krebs of Eagle, Wisconsin,

was a passenger in the car when the accident

occurred. He recalled it this way: I and my

brother Donald were heading to work at

Smith Motors one summer afternoon in 1931.

My sister and her husband were in the back

seat, Donald was driving. A car sped through

an intersection, having failed to stop for a

stop sign. The car hit the left rear fender of

the Durant, causing it to flip on its top.

When the Durant skidded to a stop, we all

crawled out through the windows to safety.

Eventually the car was repaired.

The accident happened all too fast and too

long ago for Harvey, now 76, to remember

every detail, but we're happy he shared this

picture and his remembrances with us.

The ad at right is from the September 3,

1932 Waukesha newspaper. Harvey's brake

service used a unique ramp, which leveled as

the car drove on, causing the first part of

the ramp to swivel under and support the

weight of the car. An interesting device

from a half-century ago. Thanks again to

Harvey for sharing this material with us.

Don’t Start, If You Can’t Stop!

THE

RED ARROW

Brake Tester

tells you the exact

condition of your

BRAKES
It eliminates guesswork and saves tires.

All types of brakes scientifically tested,

relined, adjusted. Drive in! Let’s see

what YOUR car needs.

H. B. KREBS
BRAKE SERVICE

“A Square Deal Always’’

234 MADISON STREET

Open Sunday A. M. and All Labor Day



An Od Puend
Early in 1931, a new name appeared on the

automotive scene. Norman DeVaux, former

President of Durant Motors of California,

made a bid to "put America on wheels" with a

car of his own. His entry, styled by Count

Alexis de Sakhnoffski and engineered by Col.

Elbert J. Hall, would bear the DeVaux name.

The stylish model 6-75 was the first

offering of this fledgling concern to a

depression-ridden country, and sales of only

4609 cars were a sign of things to come. It's

one of these cars, serial number M-5530, that

is the subject of this report.

Car M-5530, a Sport Sedan with five wire

wheels, was painted a handsome _ two-tone

brown, using factory color scheme #73.

Beaver brown (medium brown) was on the

entire body, while desert sand light was used

on the beltline, mouldings, fenders and five

wire wheels. Mohair completed the interior,

totaling to a list price of $903.

Pete Hart of Menominee Falls, Wisconsin

found car M-5530 at a Milwaukee, Wisconsin

agency on W. Wisconsin Avenue and 27th

Street (now a Marc's Big Boy). Pete's 1930

Whippet coupe was traded in, and for a total

of $575, Pete drove home this left-over 1931

model on April 26, 1932 - fifty years ago!

"We never considered trading it in," Pete

says, "it's always been part of the family."

The car now rests in the corner of a large

garage, cared for by the same owner since the

day it left the dealer lot. "I wash it now and

then, and turn it over just to keep the engine

free," Pete reports. The engine still turns

freely with the battery, and although it won't

start because of fuel problems, it's very

obvious with a little work, this engine would

spring back to life for a second 100,000

dependable miles.

When Pete first had the car, he still

walked to work. He was proud of his new car

and wanted to make sure nothing happened to
ony ae

it. The car made annual trips to Ottumwa,

Iowa where Pete would visit his folks. In 1933,

Pete and a friend traveled to Detroit, New

York and Washington, returning with just over

$3 between the two of them. Fortunately they

had no mechanical problems or would certainly

have been stranded for lack of funds. The car

performed well, and averaged 17 mpg at 40-45

mph. Pete remembers that gas was about 8

gallons for a dollar back then.

About 1935-36, to stretch the gasoline,

"people would buy Benzene, a cleaning fluid,

and mix that with the gasoline. There was a

lot of pinging and no power, but it still worked

and on the highway the car still went along

very well."

cat

As the war years approached, thoughts of

replacing the car were replaced by the reality

that a better car wasn't really needed. The

DeVaux was still in its prime, having had a

valve job at about 50,000 miles, and served

the family needs quite well yet.

With war-time gas rations of only 3 gallons

a week, you couldn't go very far so the car

was confined to local mileage, but those miles

continued to pile up. In 1945, Pete bought a

grocery store in Wind Lake, Wisconsin, and the

DeVaux was gaining additional passengers as

Pete and Rose added to their family. The

DeVaux served as the family car until 1948,

when it was finally replaced by a Willys


