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1925 Flint John Shaffer
Model E-55 touring Canton, Ohio
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Durant Family Registry

2700 Timber Lane
Green Bay, Wisconsin 54303-5899

DURANT'S STANDARD is the official
publication of the DURANT FAMILY
REGISTRY. Membership is $14 (US funds) US
and Canada, $17 (US funds) for foreign
members. For further details, contact the
club office or the representative in your area
listed below:

Editor & President.essisssarsssssssssassas Jeff Gillis
2700 Timber Lane

Green Bay, WI 54303-5899

The ‘Old Partsmansssssssssvesssasiss Frank Johnson
1820 Fitch Avenue

Marquette Mi 49855

The Repair Shop .cececeeccccecececacecenes Bob Porter
211 Woodlawn Drive

Panama City, FL 32407

Australian Representative............ Roger Irving
14 Gaden St.

Mount Gambier, S. Australia 5290

New Zealand Representative........ Phil Pickard

28 Bronwyn St. Mairehu
Christchurch, New Zealand

CREDITS

Howard McConkey sent the information in
regard to the demolition of the Toronto -
Durant factory. We thank him for the
information and hope he'll keep us informed if
any items of interest surface during the
demolition.

Sincere thanks to Eddie Ford, Publisher of
Restored Cars of Australia, for allowing us to
reprint the Rugby photos on page 6. I'm sure
they are of interst to many of our members.

Howard Reinke shared one of his original
DeVaux sales folders which we have printed
here in its entiriy. The brochure depicts the
"fall series" 1931 DeVaux model 6-75.

Information on the clean-up of the
Durant-Dort office building provided by Mrs.
Leolla Sturt of Flushing, Michigan.

Flint ad from editor's collection.

EDITOR’S DESK

With winter creeping in, many of us want
to settle down with a good book and wait for
spring. The DFR is doing something to help
you in this regard. The decision has been
made, and effective immediately, we  will
raise our dues by $2 for US and Canadian
members, and $3 for foreign members.

What's the increase for, you ask. Well,
when you receive the February issue, you'll
note that it's thicker, & pages thicker! We
have decided to go to a larger magazine on an
alternating basis, thus, the November and May
issues will remain at 16 pages, but the
February and August issues will increase to 24
pages. So, that extra few bucks you're
spending will bring you 16 additional pages of
Durant-product information.

Foreign members cost will go up from $14
to $17, the extra dollar being put toward the
increased cost of postage.

Because of the increased size of the issue,
we will mail only the 24 page issue, with no
extra pages. We will mail additional roster
sheets etc. with the 16 page issues. If you
have any questions about the increase of dues
or the number of pages in the magazine,
please contact the club office.

We have a couple members that have
volunteered to help with the extra duty of
filling 24 pages. If you have a contribution to
offer, we'd be glad to hear from you.
Remember, Bob Porter and Frank Johnson can
both wuse the little tidbits of information
you've come across, so drop them a line and
let them know what you've found.

We've often asked for, but hardly ever
receive, comments on the club and the
magazine. We'd like to give you, the members,
the information you're looking for. With the
increased size, we are now able to give this
added information, so if you have ideas or
suggestions, please drop us a line.

Happy Holidays to you all. Jeff.

If your mailing label has a
3 under your membership
number, it's time to send in
your dues. Please note that
dues have been raised, see the
editorial for all details. Please
get your dues in promptly and
save me the need and expense
in having to send out reminders.
US & Canadian members S14,
Foreign members $17. Thanks.

HAVING TO
REMIND YOU!




DURANT FACTORY DIES

Reprinted from THE TORONTO SUN August 1, 1982

Recently Teperman Wrecking
- Company boardings went up a-
round a factory located on the
east side of Laird Drive at the
corner of Wicksteed Avenue in
Leaside.

Parts of the plant under
demolition were originally a
munitions factory. Then in the
early twenties, Billy Durant, a
former president of General
Motors in the U.S. moved to
Canada and set up a new auto
factory to turn out Durant and
- Star automobiles.

] ; The Canadian branch of

DEMOLITION of the Dominion Automobile plant on Laird Dr., this year. Durant Motors Inc. became

known as Durant Motors of

Canada and on March 1, 1922 the first auto built at the Leaside plant, a Durant, rolled off the line.
Over the years car sales rose consistently and in 1928 the Star became the Durant Frontenac.

Meanwhile, south of the border, the parent company ran into trouble with sales taking a drastic
drop.

To finance needed changes in the company, the Canadian operation was put up for sale and on
March 14, 1931 a charter was granted to Dominion Motors Ltd. of Leaside and several months later
Dominion took over Durant production in this country. Soon the new company began production of
a new model named after a governor of New France - "a man who caught the vision of the needs
and demands of Canada, a man of amazing foresight, leadership and strength" - Frontenac.

Described as "an absolute sensation of motorcar values" at the 1931 CNE auto show a fully
equipped Frontenac sold for $1,018.

The less-than-favorable economic times were having an adverse effect on car sales everywhere.
The Durant and Frontenac sales began to tumble and while Roy Kerby president of the company,
tried valiantly to keep Dominion Automobile afloat, the combination of depression and reliance on
American parts suppliers was too much.

By December, 1933 production of automobiles at the Leaside plant ceased. In 1935 the
company was liquidated and what was a truly Canadian automobile company was no more. Several
years later the plant was sold to Canada Wire and Cable.

We wish to thank Howard Mc-
Conkey for sending this story to
us, and we hope he'll keep us in-
formed of any other information
in regard to the old Durant fac-
tory buildings.

We are interested in hearing
from members that have pictures
and information about the produc-
tion in the Leaside factory, es-
pecially during the period when
the Frontenac was in production.
Our files are very limited in
Frontenac information, and we
will be very happy to hear of any
pictures or information you may
have to share with the club.

~Send all info to the.club DURANT autos being assembled at the Leaside, Ont. plant.
office. Thankyou, Jeff. 3 :
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DE VAUX
FRONTENAC
FLINT

BOB PORTER
211 Woodlawn Drive
Panama City, FL 32407

As Jeff mentioned in the last issue, I have
agreed to be the "Chief Mechanic" for THE
REPAIR SHOP. I will be trying to bring you
helpful hints and ideas to make your
restoration project easier. To make this
column work, I will need your ideas and
suggestions. You may send them to me
handwritten with freehand sketches. As long
as the essential information is available I can
do the rest.

HOW TO MAKE A WHEEL PULLER

The restoration feature this issue is how
to make a relatively inexpensive wheel puller
for wheels with screw-on hubcaps. Member
Blaine McLennon (248) sent us the first idea
for one made from parts available around the
shop or from the local hardware store. The
second is a heavy duty one I had made to
remove the stubborn rear wheels from my
1927 STAR. Both pullers will pull wheels on
Durant models D-40, D-55, M-2 & M-4, and
Star models C, F, M & R or any threaded hub
with a 2%+ inch - 16 external thread for
screw-on hubcaps.

For Blaine's design, you will need the
backend from a grease gun. The inside
diameter should be slightly less than 23
inches. Blaine said he tried four different
brands and all had the same thread. Once the
suitable part has been located, (you may be
able to find an old grease gun at a flea
market) cut about 1¢ inch diameter clearance
hole through the cap for the axle as shown in
figure 1. Next you will need a piece of 23
inch diameter exhaust pipe, 2 inches long
(check local muffler shop for scrap piece).
You will also need a 2% inch diameter flat
washer, (try a large-diameter fender washer),
a 7/16 inch-20 nut and a 2% to 3 inch long
7/16 inch-20 hex head bolt. The bolt should
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ORIGINAL MODIFIED

FIGURE

have at least two inches of thread. A
inch-20 nut nut and bolt may also be used.
Assemble the pieces as shown in figure 2.

L
2

H } ‘l
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FIGURE 2

Weld or braze pieces together to form
assembly shown in figure 3. Take precautions
to insure nut is welded in center of puller or
axle will be damaged. Screw bolt into nut and
you have a wheel puller.

I experienced the same problem as Blaine
did and had the puller shown in figure 4
constructed from 23 inch diameter round bar.
If you have a lathe you can make it yourself.
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FIGURE 3







